
Lee Creek Cleanup Fact Sheet  

Did You  Know? 
ǐ  Lee Creek is an Extraordinary  

   Resource Water (ERW) as designated    

   by the Arkansas Pollution Control &  

   Ecology Commission in Regulation  

   Number 2.    

 

ǐ  An ERW is a waterway that has a  

    combination of chemical, physical, and  

    biological characteristics of a water 

    body and its watershed which is  

    characterized by scenic beauty,  

    aesthetics, scientific values, broad  

    scope recreation potential and  

    intangible social values. 

 

ǐ An ERW designation for Lee Creek     

   means that the creek is provided with  

   extra protection from activities which  

   could potentially alter the existing  

   designated uses of the creek and its  

   surrounding watershed.  

 

ǐ  Designated uses of Lee Creek are:   

 -  Primary Contact (swimming) 

            -  Secondary Contact (boating) 

            -  Fish Consumption 

            -  Aquatic Life Habitat 

            -  Agricultural/Industrial Use 

            -  Drinking water 

    

ǐ Only the top 16 % of the highest quality  

   stream miles in Arkansas are designated  

   as ERWs.   

       The Legend of Lee CreeK  

Map Provided by Arkansas Watershed Information System 

Lee Creek drains a total of 450 square miles  before it empties into 

the Arkansas River near Van Buren after a  60 mile journey from its 

headwaters in Washington County, AR. Its watershed is contained 

within Washington  and Crawford Counties in Arkansas and Adair 

and Sequoyah Counties in Oklahoma.    

It is unknown if Lee Creek is named after an early settler or promi-

nent American figure.  However, there is an Indian legend which 

explains how the creek got its name.  Two tribes living in the area 

were at war with each other.  An Indian maiden named Leiola was 

in love with a warrior from the opposing tribe.  It is said that part of 

a mountain collapsed and killed her lover and his tribe.  Seeing that 

her lover was lost, she threw herself in the stream at the foot of the 

mountain and drowned  Through the years Leiola was shortened to 

Lee.   

     The  Lee Creek Watershed  



Why Participate in Creek Cleanups ? 

Every time that you participate in a creek cleanup you are helping to 

increase awareness about water quality stewardship to others who 

did not participate but did read, hear, or watch the news release of 

the cleanup event. Participating in creek cleanups is a good way to 

be a steward or care taker of a natural resource that many people 

enjoy for recreation or drinking water.  Participating in creek clean-

ups is also a way to take care of the aquatic and terrestrial habitats 

for wildlife that live in or near a creek.  Even if you already do your 

part to take care of the natural resources within our state, sometimes 

it is necessary to do a little more just to make up for the lack of care-

taking by litterbugs and others who donôt do their part to keep the 

Natural State ñClean and Greenò.   

Above: Good Hearted Volun-

teers Doing Their Part to keep 

Arkansas Clean and Green. 

Above Left: An ugly  picture of trash left behind by some ñlitter bugsò at Natural Dam Park .  

Above Right:  An ugly picture of trash left behind by ñlitter bugsò  at  the Cedar Flats access point. 

Did You Know About the Longnose Darter (Percina Nasuta) ?   

The longnose darter is a native 

fish species of Arkansas. These 

fish are endemic to Lee Creek 

and rely on the remaining free-

flowing waters of Lee Creek 

What Does the Word 

Endemic Mean? 

Endemic:  Adjective   

Pronunciation: \en-ôde-mik   

 

1)  Belonging to or native to a  

particular place, area, or habi-

tat. 

 

2)  Restricted to or existing in  

a specific locality or region. 

Preventing erosion of stream-

banks, sedimentation from dirt 

roads, and the creation of  

impoundments such as dams 

will go a long way towards 

maintaining the type of habitat 

that is necessary for the 

Longnose Darter to continue 

inhabiting the waters of Lee 

Creek. 

Habitat Protection for 

the Longnose Darter 


